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he began his 25-year career in private 
practice as an associate in a Shreve-
port law firm. He subsequently founded 
his own law firm and developed an ex-
pertise in commercial and insurance-
related litigation in State and Federal 
courts, including general aviation acci-
dents, automobile accidents, product 
liability, lender liability claims, con-
struction disputes, intellectual prop-
erty claims, and insurance coverage 
questions, as well as oil and gas acci-
dent and contamination claims. He 
also has a great deal of experience rep-
resenting individuals on a wide variety 
of personal matters including estate 
planning, personal injury claims, con-
tract negotiations, copyright issues, 
and general legal matters. All told, he 
has tried an estimated 150 cases to 
judgment, acting as sole or lead coun-
sel in the vast majority of them. He 
has also devoted time in his legal ca-
reer to pro bono work, including pre-
paring wills for the elderly and work-
ing with adjudicated juveniles. 

He is a member of the Louisiana 
State Bar, the American Bar Associa-
tion, and the Shreveport Bar Associa-
tion. 

I am confident that Mr. Hicks’s ex-
tensive litigation experience will make 
him an excellent addition to the Fed-
eral bench.

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, the Sen-
ate has confirmed the nomination of 
Maurice Hicks to be a United States 
District Court Judge for the Western 
District of Louisiana. Maurice Hicks 
has spent 25 years as a litigator in 
Shreveport, LA, where he has appeared 
frequently in State and Federal courts. 
He comes to us with the support of his 
home State Senators. Mr. Hicks is the 
seventh nominee of President Bush to 
be confirmed to the Federal courts in 
Louisiana. Just this year, the Senate 
already confirmed Dee Drell and Patri-
cia Minaldi to the United States Dis-
trict Court for the Western District of 
Louisiana. With these confirmations, 
there are no longer any current vacan-
cies in the Federal courts in Louisiana. 

Under my chairmanship last Con-
gress, the Senate Judiciary Committee 
held the first hearing for a Fifth Cir-
cuit nominee in 7 years. Judge Edith 
Brown Clement of Louisiana was 
promptly given a hearing in October 
2001 and confirmed in November 2001, 
despite the fact that three of President 
Clinton’s Fifth Circuit nominees never 
received a hearing, including H. Alston 
Johnson of Louisiana. The Democrats 
turned the other cheek on past ob-
struction by the Republicans in order 
to move forward. In fact, with Demo-
cratic support, the Senate recently 
confirmed another nominee to the 
Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals, Judge 
Edward Prado, despite the fact that 
President Clinton’s Hispanic nominees 
to that court, Enrique Moreno and 
Jorge Rangel, never received a hearing 
or a vote. 

With the confirmation of Mr. Hicks, 
the Senate will have confirmed 25 of 
President Bush’s judicial nominees so 

far this year and 125 overall. So far this 
year we have confirmed more judicial 
nominees of President Bush than the 
Republican majority was willing to 
confirm in the entire 1996 session when 
President Clinton was in the White 
House. That entire year only 17 judges 
were confirmed all year and that in-
cluded none to the circuit courts, not 
one. In contrast, already this session, 5 
circuit court nominees, including sev-
eral highly controversial nominees, 
have been confirmed among the 25 
judges the Senate has approved to date. 
Those confirmations—including two 
that had more negative votes than the 
required number to be filibustered but 
who were not filibustered never get ac-
knowledged in partisan Republican 
talking points. 

We are also almost 6 months ahead of 
the pace the Republican majority set 
in 1999 when it considered President 
Clinton’s judicial nominees. It was not 
until October that the Senate con-
firmed as many as 25 judicial nominees 
in 1999. 

In the 17 months when I chaired the 
Judiciary Committee, we were able to 
confirm 100 judges and vastly reduce 
the judicial vacancies that Republicans 
had stored up by refusing to allow 
scores of judicial nominees of Presi-
dent Clinton to be considered. We were 
able to do so despite the White House’s 
refusal to work with Democrats on cir-
cuit court vacancies and many district 
court vacancies. 

With Mr. Hicks’ confirmation, the 
Senate will have succeeded in reducing 
the number of Federal judicial vacan-
cies to the lowest level it has been in 13 
years. The 110 vacancies that I inher-
ited in the summer of 2001 have been 
more than cut in half. In the 17 months 
that I chaired the Judiciary Committee 
we not only kept up with attrition, but 
reduced those vacancies from 110 to 60 
and with Mr. Hicks’s confirmation we 
will only have 46 vacancies for the en-
tire Federal judiciary. I congratulate 
Mr. Hicks and his family on his con-
firmation. 

Republican talking points will likely 
focus on the impasse on 2 of the most 
extreme of the President’s nominations 
rather than the 125 confirmations and 
the lowest judicial vacancy rate in 13 
years. They will ignore their own re-
cent filibusters against President Clin-
ton’s executive and judicial nominees 
in so doing and their own delays in 
considering some of this President’s ju-
dicial nominees. 

I continue to be disappointed that 
the Republican leadership has not 
found time to proceed to the nomina-
tion of Judge Consuelo Callahan to the 
United States Court of Appeals for the 
Ninth Circuit. This is another of the 
judicial nominees that Senate Demo-
crats has strongly supported and whose 
consideration we had expedited 
through the Judiciary Committee 
weeks ago. 

Just as Senate Democrats cleared the 
nomination of Judge Edward Prado to 
the United States Court of Appeals for 

the Fifth Circuit without delay, so, 
too, the nomination of Judge Callahan, 
another Hispanic nominee to another 
circuit court, was cleared on the Demo-
cratic side. All Democratic Senators 
serving on the Judiciary Committee 
voted to report this nomination favor-
ably. All Democratic Senators had in-
dicated that they are prepared to pro-
ceed to this nomination and, after a 
reasonable period of debate, vote on 
the nomination. I am confident this 
nomination will be confirmed by an ex-
traordinary majority—maybe unani-
mously. 

It is most unfortunate that so many 
partisans in this administration and on 
the other side of the aisle insist on bog-
ging down consensus matters and con-
sensus nominees in order to focus ex-
clusively on the most divisive and con-
troversial of this President’s nominees 
as he continues his efforts to pack the 
courts. Democratic Senators have 
worked very hard to cooperate with 
this administration in order to fill ju-
dicial vacancies. What the other side 
seeks to obscure is that effort, that 
fairness and the progress we have been 
able to achieve without much help 
from the other side or the administra-
tion. Judge Callahan’s nomination has 
been delayed on the Senate Executive 
Calendar unnecessarily in my view. It 
is time to act on this nomination and 
make progress.

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will now 
return to legislative session. 

f 

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 
2004—Continued 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
CHAMBLISS). The Democratic leader. 

AMENDMENT NO. 689 
Mr. DASCHLE. I have an amendment 

at the desk and ask for its immediate 
consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read as follows:
The Senator from South Dakota [Mr. 

DASCHLE] proposes an amendment numbered 
689.

Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the reading of 
the amendment be dispensed with. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment is as follows:
(Purpose: To ensure that members of the 

Ready Reserve of the Armed Forces are 
treated equitably in the provision of health 
care benefits under TRICARE and other-
wise under the Defense Health Program)
On page 157, strike line 8 and all that fol-

lows through ‘‘time of war,’’ on line 14, and 
insert the following: 

‘‘(f)(1) At any time after the Secretary con-
cerned notifies members of the Ready Re-
serve that the members are to be called or 
ordered to active duty,

On page 157, line 19, strike ‘‘ ‘(2)’’ and insert 
the following: 
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